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Abstract:  

In the present modern era, the scope of library and information science has expanded 

considerably Global change and information communication technology have evolved 

regardless of academics, the library and information science professions have been widely 

influenced, Public and Special Libraries. In the modern era librarians and libraries play a 

role Changed with time, due to technology and resource development etc. The development of 

ICT also changed the expectations of users in different ways. Compilation Development, 

quality of services, best practices and benchmarks adopted by libraries System is the main 

concern of stakeholders. In higher education, libraries and Information services play an 

important role in education, research and development. Library is the main support of all 

Educational activities of any educational institutions. Best practices are highlighted in these 

paper Academic libraries to enhance the quality of teaching learning process and it also 

suggests that new initiatives and practices should be followed. In modern libraries, whose 

shelves may be wooden, metal or electronic, we need to learn best practices to ensure that we 

can efficiently access the best materials on these shelves. We do this by overcoming the 

perception that the library is a foreign country, quickly understanding the differences between 

resources, and using search engines effectively 

Keywords: Library management, resource, best practices, technology etc. 
 

Introduction: 

In the modern digital age, the 

academic community can access 

information from anywhere in the 

world.Now research and development is 

increasing, so is the availability and value 

of informationalso increases. So, here it is 

the role of library and librarian to provide 

relevant informationRight time for right 

user. Library networks, consortia and 

institutional membership etc. Help users 

find relevant information. Therefore, 

apart from the routine functions of 

libraries,Membership in library network, 

e-resource development, training for 

improvementLibrary manpower efficiency, 

proper space management, creation of 

user profile, userPrint and e-resources 

related to education, conferences/seminars 

and workshopsEducation etc. for quality 

enhancement. Computer networks were 

created on national and international level 

for proper and effective use of information. 

For this, there is need of specialists and 

researchers who use information and 

communication technology.  

There is need of more research for 

growth of LIS. If we are undertaking 

research on large scale that will help to 

develop new methods, techniques, sources 

and new research methodologies. 

(Prakash B. Jadhav and Santosh P. 

Khajindar 2018).These are some of the 

best practices that can be followedin 

academic library systems. Libraries can 

play an important role in providing the 

right information.The right user at the 

right time. Here, library and information 

system management can helpUser 

communities to identify and access 

relevant knowledge resources. 

activityLibrary vision, mission, objectives 

and policies, copyright 

issues,Membership, budgeting and 

reporting, resource mobilization, technical 

procedures,Manpower Development, 
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Abstract

With the growth of technology in our
lives, there is an increasing need to adapt and
accommodate digital methods of teaching
learning. This revolution in education will
enhance the conventional methods of teaching
and learning in the classroom situation.
Teachers can construct better pedagogical
models to make the teaching learning process
interesting and challenging. In this context, the
author has focused upon Digital technology and
learning and the theoretical approaches to
digital learning. The various prospects and
challenges faced by academicians, educators,
teachers and learners in thesecircumstances are
highlighted. This paper has wide implications
in the present context where see a shift from
classroom learning to digital learning.
Keywords: Digital technology, Digital Learning
Connectivism, Online Collaborative Learning,
Bloom’s Digital taxonomy, Prospects and
Challenges of Digital education
Introduction

Digital technology has brought a
tremendous change in the education system and
is considering a solemn transition in the process
of digitization of education. Both teachers and
students are continuous learners and hence
should ensure greater participation and

involvement in the teaching learning process.
NEP 2020 is a transformative policy document,
wherein every teacher is required to become
more digitally empowered.

Digital Learning helps educational
institutions to move to a transition to Blended
Learning Model where classroom learning is
supported and supplemented by digital
solutions. Hence digital learning should be the
core of every school’s teaching learning
methodology. The need for shift from rote
learning to active learning in a classroom needs
to be optimized by providing digital learning in
classroom experiences.The use of mobiles and
computers are considered a universal means of
expression for accomplishment and
dissemination of information.

UNESCO has estimated that over 1.3
billion children in 186 countries have not
attended school since early March when the
pandemic struck, hence the concept of online
study and teaching acquired a life of its own.
Hence, the factor of adjustment is very crucial
both on the side of the teacher and the learner.
In this context the author felt the need to study
the prospects and challenges related to Digital
Education.
Theoretical Approaches to Digital Learning
Connectivism

George Siemens and Stephen Downes
proposed a theory for Digital Learning by
denouncing the boundaries of behaviourism,
cognitivism and constructivism. This theory is
referred to as Connectivism which is related to
social learning. Stephen Downes described it as
“ ....the thesis that knowledge is distributed
across a network of connections, and therefore
that learning consists of the ability to construct
and traverse those networks.”(Downes, 2007).
Connectivism is characterized as the
augmentation of how a student learns with the
knowledge and perception gained through the
accumulationof personal network (Siemens,
2004).The learner can attain the perspective and

01
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diversity of opinion to learn to make critical and
wise decisions. The learner can learn through
collaboration.With huge databases available, the
learner tries to seek further knowledge and
interprets that knowledge accordingly.
Connectivism is defined as actionable
knowledge, where there is an understanding of
where to find knowledge than what that
knowledge encompasses (Duke, Harper and
Johnston, 2013).The established learning
theories of behaviourism, cognitivism and
constructivism contribute in unique ways to
design the online material, whereas,
Connectivism provides technological
opportunities to the learner to recognize and
interpret patterns.
Online Collaborative Learning Theory

The combination of constructivist
approaches to learning and the progress of
internet developed a new form of constructivist
teaching, formerly called as Computer Mediated
Communication, now referred to as Online
Collaborative Learning Theory described by
Harasim.
According to Harasim,

“OCL theory provides a model of learning
in which students are encouraged and
supported to work together to create
knowledge: to invent, to explore ways to
innovate, and, by so doing, to seek the
conceptual knowledge needed to solve
problems rather than recite what they think is
the right answer. While OCL theory does
encourage the learner to be active and engaged,
this is not considered to be sufficient for learning
or knowledge construction. In the OCL theory,
the teacher plays a key role not as a fellow-
learner, but as the link to the knowledge
community, or state of the art in that discipline.
Learning is defined as conceptual change and
is key to building knowledge. Learning activity
needs to be informed and guided by the norms
of the discipline and a discourse process that
emphasises conceptual learning and builds

knowledge”(Harasim, 2012).  In online
collaborative learning, the teacher is not
replaced but the use of technologyis greater than
before and communication is improved between
teacher and learners, where learning  is based
on knowledge construction, assisted and
developed through social discourse and
scaffolding.
Bloom’s Digital Taxonomy

Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy is
restructured to explain learning outcomes as
technology advances. This taxonomy includes
cognitive elements as well as methods and
tooling. There are various key verbs under each
of the taxonomic elements listed as digital
additions. (Churches, 2007)
The digital additions are as follows:
Remembering: Bullet Pointing, Highlighting,
Bookmarking or favouriting, Social Networking,
Social Bookmarking and Searching or Googling
Understanding: Advanced searches, Boolean
searches, Twittering, Tagging, Commenting,
Annotating and Subscribing
Applying: Running, Loading, Playing, Operating,
Hacking, Uploading, Sharing, Editing
Analysing:Mashing, Linking, Cracking, Mind
Mapping and Reverse engineering
Evaluating: Commenting and Reflecting,
Posting, Moderating, Collaborating and
networking and Validating
Creating: Programming, Filming, Animating,
Video Blogging, Mixing and remixing,
Publishing, Videocasting, Podcasting, Dircting
and Producing

The inclusion of collaboration as a digital
addition in this taxonomy has greater value since
it is a 21st century skill, a learner uses in the
learning process that facilitates higher order
thinking.
Prospects and Challenges of Digital Education
· Digital learning provides scope for Self
Directed Learning in the 21st century.  Learners
are trained for Autonomous and Self Directed
Learning through advances in modern
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technology in education which render a large
amount of easy access resources, knowledge
and information (Hegade, 2019). Learners take
charge of their learning process in Self Directed
Learning in association with digital learning.
They take initiatives, accept responsibilities,
persistent in efforts,, view problems as
challenges, capable of self discipline and plan
well for work completion.
· A chalkboard, books, memorization and
homework are all about the traditional ways of
learning. In the present context, our model of
learning should change. Educational institutions
should be ready for all the challenges to face
towards digital revolution and thereby make our
country digitally empowered. Digital
empowerment should be based on the online
learning styles of our learners (Juneja, 2019).
· Convenient and stress free education for both
teachers and learners is one of the important
advantages and revolution of online and digital
education. Students can learn at their own pace.
Thus the factor of individualised instruction is
taken care of.
· Digital education focuses on integration of
ICT in education. Online material could be
structured in such a manner to make it more
interactive and individualized. This is one of the
most significant challenges for digital
education. Every educator and teacher is
compelled to get acquainted with the tools and
techniques of the digitization in education, to
organize lessons, plan learning activities, assign
project work and implement assessment and
evaluation techniques. Training teachers in this
arena is the need of the hour. The present
Teacher Education programme gives due
importance in this context.
· Development of techno pedagogical skills is
a paradigm shift in our educational system
shaped by ICT and digitization and its
application. In this technological revolution, the
in service teachers come across various
challenge to motivate and nurture our digital

natives. They need to develop smart pedagogic
skills and have an understanding of the diverse
pedagogies and related practices (Paul and
Thankachan, 2019).
· The extent to which our teachers are
competent to make use of technology in
teaching is to be taken care of.  Also a study of
the resources made available to teachers,
identifying the drawbacks in the system, attitude
of us of technology and the ability of accessing
technology is a crucial aim and purpose of digital
education.
· Social media is considered as an integral part
of digital learning. There are various online
platforms to have live video conferencing to
conduct classes and have discussions. A large
number of students and teachers exchange
information and ideas. Thus the e-learning
experience gives scope to Autonomy in learning.
· Learning becomes more interactive through
the use of flipped classrooms and innovative
digital aids. Learning takes place in the form of
various interactive learning modules created by
academicians and educators. Collaborative
technologies could be used and learners can
collaborate with others across the globe to work
on assignments and projects.
· Massive Open Online Courses (MOOC’s)
provides the learner for self learning and
individuals can upgrade their qualification,
enhance knowledge and skills. It facilitates
learners to learn at their own pace and time i.e.
MOOC’s are more convenient. Such kind of
learning is also referred to as personalized
learning.
· Audio video based learning as a part of the
teaching learning process is interactive in
nature. In this type of teaching methodology, the
learners learn new concepts through various
digital media. Game based learning will redefine
the future of Digital Education.
· Digital technology will prove to overcome all
language barriers since all material is available
in all the regional languages.
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· For effective digital learning internet
infrastructure should be improved, reliable
broadband connectivity has to be ensured,
uninterrupted power supply has to be taken care
of and digital devices should be accessible and
economical.
· The teacher’s role is highly significant and
considered as one of the most important
challenges of Online and Digital education. Prior
preparation on the part of the teacher to prepare
lessons and deliver content using the various
pedagogical techniques has to be applied
accordingly. Teachers also need to be trained in
the use of technological devices with respect
to both hardware and software. In this
perspective, the training of pre-service teachers
should be scheduled in the curriculum. Various
government agencies, non governmental
organizations and the management of schools
should take initiative to train the in service
teachers according to the need of the hour.
Conclusion

Changes in educational practices are
gradual while technological developments are
advancing. Appropriate integration of
technology in all levels of education supports
learning and development and improves the
teaching, learning and evaluation process.
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Abstract : 

          This paper seeks to explore the expressionistic technique in Eugene O’Neill’s The Hairy 

Ape. Eugene O‘Neill (1888 – 1953) is one of the most distinguished playwrights in the spheres 

of  twentieth century American literature. He focuses on the psychological trauma of 

individuals in the materialistic society of America. As an existentialist, he considers life is 

essentially tragic and he managed to portray it in a very realistic manner. However, he is not 

a pessimist and considers life to be accepted as it comes. The hopes and promises make it 

meaningful and worth-living. As a dramatist, he  skillfully woven the realistic dramatization of 

human condition through his tragedies. O‘Neill has remarked : “The playwright must dig at 

the roots of the sickness today as he feels it.” The feeling of isolation, which has become the 

hallmark of the modern age, springs from the tragic sense of life. It is variously described as 

loss of identity, loneliness, alienation, meaninglessness, loss of faith or values, rootlessness, 

anomie or anxiety-state, etc. It is recognized as a symptom of man‘s contemporary crisis, a 

human problem, a condition of having the experience but missing the meaning. Through the 

effective use of expressionistic symbolism, O‘Neill distinguishes the misfortune of men‘s 

isolation, loneliness and their quest for identity at various levels. Through this technique, 

Eugene O’Neill portrays the inner psyche of the characters. He is able to depict the 

unconscious rather than  the conscious mind of  characters. 

Keywords – expressionistic, racked, ape, juxtaposed, radical, X- ray, photographs, etc. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Introduction : 

           Julian Auguste Harve was a painter. He wanted to  differentiate his paintings from 

impressionism and employed the term Expressionism in 1901. Beneath the influence of 

Swedish writer Strindberg, expressionistic movement in art was initiated in Germany in early 

twentieth century. It was at its height between 1901 to 1925 just before, during and after World 

War I . Expressionists endeavored to express as intensely as possible the authors usually bitter 

reaction to the world around him. Expressionistic art often depersonalize and dehumanize its 

subject to convey the shock of unfortunately being alive in the cruel modern world. 

Expressionist is trying to depicts the world as it seems to his mind or to his literary character 

instead of presenting the world as it is.        
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Importance of the Study  :                                         

             Expressionism, actually,  is a radical revolt against the artistic and literary tradition of 

'realism'. The expressionistic playwright undertakes to express a personal vision of human life 

and human society. Expressionism is a literature of the extreme,  a literature of rebellion. In the 

theatre, tradition was represented by naturalism,  the movement that originated from Emile 

Zola, and became popular in the works of Henrik Ibsen and Bernard Shaw. Naturalism 

developed into the modern problem play. It became a comedy of manners of the social drop-

outs.  Expressionist wanted to creates a fresh air in the theatre by refusing the ossified mold of 

naturalism. Expressionism, the name itself suggest that the writer does not use the more action 

on the stage but uses minimum dialogues and minimum characters to express  his inner bent of 

mind. The action is less important but the playwright believes on the expression of the 

characters. Basically it is a very difficult to depict the inner mind of the characters but through 

the proper use of a technique it very easy to portray the 'inner psyche' or 'inner reality' 

meticulously. It was an attempt to explore and present the unconscious more than the conscious 

mind of the characters. In this discourse R. S. Furness observes the spirit of 

expressionism                                           

" The soul under stress,  racked and burning in fearful-this preoccupation may be called 

expressionist". 

                 The literary elements like plot, characters, and dialogues undergo a change in the 

expressionistic play. Regarding characters, the technique is extremely subjective. The language 

of expressionistic play is highly personal, lyrical and condensed. Another aspect of the 

expressionistic play is the use of non- literary devices like sound, lighting, and setting, while 

in the naturalistic play these elements tends to be mimetic or life-like, in the expressionistic 

theatre they are distorted in order to communicate the new vision of life.  

Research Methodology : 

 Research Methodology is more important to analyse the research problems. It is a 

systematic way to solve the problem in a systematic way. For gaining the objectives of literary 

research and for genuine and original contribution of the knowledge, I thoroughly studied the 

original novels of Eugene O'Neill. I also applied the new concepts and ideas to the selected 

works and try to my level best to achieve the success in the spheres of literature. By applying 

the descriptive and analytical methods of research, I am able to understand the situation in 

American people's mind. They were physically strong but psychologically they were loose. By 

applying the expressionistic technique Eugene O'Neill depicted the human predicament in The 

Hairy Ape. 

Main Text of the Paper : 

              In the best period of German Expressionism, 1917 to 1923 the plays of George Kaiser 

and Ernst Toller express the agony of life through characters. Outside Germany, it was in 

America that Expressionism made a strong impact, specially in the plays of  Eugene O'Neill 

such as The Emperor Jones (1921), The Hairy Ape (1922 ), The Great God Brown (1926). 

Elmer Rice's  The Adding Machine (1923) was influenced by Kaiser's From Morn to Midnight. 

O’Neill’s attitude to the expressionist theatre was ambiguous. In the interview published in the  
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New York Herald Tribune, March 16, 1924, O'Neill observed:.               

  “......... expressionism denies the value of characterization........ I 

  personally do not believe that an idea can be readily put over to an 

  audience except through characters....  The real contribution of the 

  expressionist has been in the dynamic qualities of his plays. They 

  express something in modern life better than did the old plays. I have 

  something of this method in The Hairy Ape. But the character Yank 

  remains a man and everyone recognizes him as such." 

 While writing the play named The Hairy Ape, he was deeply influenced by George 

Kaiser's From Morn to Midnight. Kaiser is interested in depicting the situation of Individual.      

            The Hairy Ape (1922) is an influential expressionistic play of O'Neill. We can observe 

almost all the characteristics of expressionism in this play. Drama is the best medium to 

represent the writer himself before the world through the expressionistic technique like the 

Cashier in Kaiser's play , Yank is the central consciousness in O'Neill's play, and the other 

stokers and prisoners seem to be mere productions of Yank. The energy and vitalism of Yank 

in his identification with the power of the ship remind one of the dithyrambic ecstasy of 

Nietzsche in Thus Spake Zarathustra, and the universal declamatory power of Whitman.          

            In expressionistic play, the much emphasis has been given the central figure and minor 

character seemed to be the subordinate to him. Before Yank who is protagonist. Before him 

Paddy, Long and the secretary of I.W. W. are nothing but the nameless entity. Yank visited the 

workplace of the secretary of I.W. W.  The other people in its office are also equal lacking in 

individuality. The situation compels the dramatist to throw light on the suffering of Yank and 

what goes on within his soul. This is nothing but an autobiographical element of dramatist. As 

Clifford Leech points out,                                     

.                " the dramatic personages in an expressionistic play may be 

         juxtaposed,  but there is no elaborate development of their relationship".  

  Yank and Mildred met  only for a moment but it is enough to play havoc with the soul 

of Yank. The smallest characters are present in moments but they stamp their impression on 

the mind of the audience or reader.             

            The expressionist used exaggerated gesture, hampering color sound and movement for 

more effect on the mind of the audience. The dialogues are frequently repeated not only to 

emphasize the lack of sophistication but also to drive home to the audience the obsession of 

the characters. Such expressions as "I belong", "I' ll fix her", " I am the end ", "That's me", etc., 

work like motifs to establish the fact that basically yank's unsophisticated mind is guided by 

only a few ideas.          

             The expressionistic play is shorter than the realistic plays because the action is rapidly  
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going on the stage. This also accounts for The Hairy Ape as of other expressionistic plays. The 

short scenes give more effect than the traditional long scenes. These short scenes are deeply 

connected with the protagonist's consciousness. These change are not logically related nor 

sketched with the completeness of a realistic play. Much is left to the imagination of the 

audience,  and the connections between the scenes are emotional and not logical. The only 

living personage in the play is the central figure, Yank. The action is focused on the 

consciousness of Yank. For portraying the tortured soul of Yank, the playwright has employed 

the technique of "interior monologue". The monologue of Yank is very important after he has 

been thrown over piece of psycho- analysis. The dramatist has skillfully woven the 

disillusionment of Yank by using the technique. He had come to the I.W.W. office with the 

conviction that he belonged  to it, but in vain.                 

             Mildred's word 'a filthy beast' threw on the ear of Yank like a pots and pan. These 

words were always humming around his ear throughout the play. It also creates the distinction 

of classes and masses. It is a sign of psycho analysis running in the mind of Yank throughout 

the play. The dramatist not only wanted to portray the inner reality of the Yank but the 

disintegration of all modern human beings. By applying these technique, O'Neill wanted to 

reform the modern society. There is a strong condemnation of the capitalism in expressionistic 

plays. Yank, the representative of the masses where as Mildred Douglas is the representative 

of the classes. Here, we can find now, masses were exploited by the classes. The eighth scene 

is very important because it is the study of Yank's thinking processes. It reaches the height of 

Yank's severance personality. For the condemnation of the capitalism, Yank takes revenge on 

that rejected world. His thought are not connected with rationally or logically. As J.W. Marriott 

rightly observes :  a realistic play is based on superficial observation of detail- a mere 

photography; but an  expressionism has been likened to an X-ray photograph. 

          Expressionistic method is used when the dramatist aims at a probe into the unconscious. 

In order to help the audience to understand the  inner psyche of the character,  the expressionist 

uses symbols, metaphors, fables and allegories. He provides smear figures on the darkened 

stage to personalize good or bad motives. 

             After disappointing from the whole materialistic world Yank was passing from a Zoo, 

where he finds gorilla and thought that even animal can realize his grudge about the society. 

On the contrary, gorilla crushed him to death and monkeys in the other cages applauded for the 

victory of animal being over human beings. It is one of the significant suggestive reference of 

expressionistic technique. He utilized the expeditious technique of the German dramatist. The 

action follows a continuous forward movement. Each scene is well defined on the stage in 

psychological retracing in Yank's consciousness of the various stages in human evolution.  

Conclusion : 

             O'Neill is considered as the perennial experimenter of new methods and techniques. 

He has the capacity to blend realism and expressionism in his plays. The purpose of both the 

'isms' are same, to portray effectively the tragedy of modern life. Indeed,  the greatness of 

O'Neill as a dramatist lies in this combination of realism and expressionism. Few men have 

achieved this type of success, a balanced combination of the two as O'Neill has done. The Hairy 

Ape ends with a note of affirmation and perhaps, Yank - The Hairy Ape - at last belong to  
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death.                      

             Thus the expressionist did not want to present mankind's grappling with outside forces 

rather they sought to dramatize his struggle with himself. In this connection Edward Albert 

remarks,   "expressionistic drama was not concerned with society but with a man". 
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Gender and Feminine 
Consciousness in Anita Desai's 
Novels - Cry the Peacock and 

Where shall we Go This Summer? 

Nitin R. Akhuj 

Assistant Professor, Department of English, 

Vidya Vikas Arts, Commerce and Science 

College Samudrapur, Ward ha 

The two concepts are of different vin

tage 'modernism' being a long standing category 

which is of crucial importance in the understand

ing of 20th century culture, where as the term 

'post-modernism' has only become current since 

1980s 'Modernism' is the name given to the 

movement which dominated the arts and cul

ture of the first half of 20th century. 

For centuries, women in the traditional 

social order and system have always been con

sidered subservient to men. With the Post-Mod-

ernizing age, women began to see the universe 

with their own eyes and not through the male 

gaze. In India, with the matriarchal struggle 

against patriarchy another inner revolution 

started manifesting itself in literature, espe

cially women's writings. The voices of women 

began to vie with those of men. The purpose of 

this paper is to focus on the feminist message 

as articulated in Anita Desai's novels "Cry the 

peacock" and "Where shall we Go This sum

mer?" The paper focuses how in the Post-Mod

ern era Indian women writers in English have 

highlighted women's problems and raised a 

v?ic~ against traditional customs and gender 
d1scnmination. 

. Anita Desai is the representative novel-
1st of the second generation of Indian novel. She 

dep1c . . f I d' 
novels we find the apprec1at1on o n Ian ferni-

. t· oncern and she as a woman has shared nlS ICC . 

• ces of women in the family and in the expenen 
• t Anita Desai has treated psychological socIe y. 

realities very minutely in her novels. Her pur

pose of writing is to discover herself and then 

aesthetically, convey the truth. She has tried to 

probe into the depths of a ~oman's psyc~e and 

showing its relation to society. And, this con

cern can be drawn through the portrayal of the 

neurotic like Maya and Sita. Both these women 

present sensitive individuals in their moments 

of intense struggle and their efforts to seek neu

rotic solutions. Anita Desai is widely recognized 

as the pioneer of psychological novel in mod

ern Indian English literature. The prominent fea

ture of her works is her art of portrayal of char

acters. She examines the psychological inner 

workings of women and present their reactions. 

Her two novels 'Cry the Peacock' and 'Where 

shall we Go This Summer?' present the traumatic 

experiences and mental tensions that Maya and 

Sita undergo. Desai explores the emotional 

world of neurotic Maya, who is haunted by a 

premonition of her husband's death on account 

of her belief in astrological prediction; while in 

Sita, Desai highlights the theme of repressed 

childhood neurosis. The repressed impulse and 

memories lie buried in the unconscious of the 

protagonist Sita but return later in a form of a 

full blown neurotic picture during her fifth preg

nancy. The theme of both novels is disharmony 

and discord confined to the family and at times 

to the mal-adjusted self. Loneliness and unre· 

quited love drives Maya to the jaws of death 

and violence, while sita suffers from 'Oedipus 

Complex'. Both Maya and Sita are representa· 

tives of Post-Modern Indian Feminism. 

Anita Desai's Treatment of Feminism -
. s a 

Anita Desai undoubtedly occup,e 
, d·an 

supreme position of the contemporary In 1 

Feminist novelist. With her poignant hypersen· 
. . k d . r psycho· s1t1ve nowledge, erudition an rnne 

Printing Area · Int d' · 1· M 1 ·1· I 
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e . I . 'economic ne iness and I' . 
dealings as minute y impacted in her . Desai's worn a Ienat1on. However 

maJor nov en does not · 
els Her novels symbolize the univ 

1 
- easily. She pr give up the strife so · ersa fem· esents in her ·r h . nism. Through her novels Desai ha . 1- of women in flesh db wn mg t e pictures 

' s unveiled f an lood with ad' t · t · d the grim as well as mysterious truth of h o their own. Herchara t , is nc m,n • 1 uman er c ers are no more wooden 
psychology, espec1a ly women's questions in doea~ur~s, subject to suppression and male 
most of her novels of post-modern era A mmat1on only. Her novels . . . . . · s a self- stud . h are an engrossing 
conscious social cnt1c and reformer Desa· h . Yin t e progression of women from fe ._ • • , I as nine t f . m1 divulged the un-not1ced images of the infe . 0 emale as stipulated by Elaine Showalter 

d f . . nor Herwome h . and hatre emmme community of her nc aractersaresensitivelyportrayed 
. . . f h age. and therefore a b . . Feminism Is one o t e topmost issues of h h . , re est appreciated ,n their psy-

fictional world. She has pictured a paradigm erf c ological depths. As a feminist she wants 
0 women to be acce t d · the whole women community with a view t b . Pe as responsible human 0 emgs. She is satisfied to d' d · t h spreading the message of the second sex She inne k' f ive eep m O t e 

f
. . . . . · r wor mg o the protagonists and brings out has dealt her 1ct1on with feminine sensational- the hidde d th f h . . . n ep so uman psyche. 

ism and v1v1d themes which are innovative and An'ita Desa· · h h 1 · 1 1 . 1 m er psyc o og,ca nove s, 
potential concerning the miserable, drudgery focuses on the minute and subtle images of a 
plight of the weaker working class of women's tormented, tortured, toiled, trodden and self
untold affliction, agony and psychological, con- frustrated feminism preoccupied with her inner 
flitting senses under the unconscious and un- heart, soul and mind, her sulking depression, 
wise, inconsiderate husbands, fathers and melancholy pessimism, self storming pragmat
brothers. Desai, has wanted to highlight the ics surrounding the atmosphere of mankind. She 
matriarchal struggle, self. Freedom and self- discusses the vivid and clear cut problematic 
identity and self power against the male domi- featuresoftemperamental incompatibility, con
nated world where she has universalized the flicting dilemmas and ever-growing hatred be
feminist me~sage with the inner gaze. tween male and female. In her novels, most pro-

The novels of Anita Desai are basically tagonists, cum heroines are ~egment~d and 
· r ted from the world, society, family, par-

female oriented. She probes into their problems, a iena d f the·ir own selves because . d th r ents an even rom ' 
be 1t o~ a daughter, sis~er, mother gran m~ _e the are not average people but individuals who 
or a wife. Her female figure appears as a vic~im h ~I nable to cope with the patriarchy, un-
in a patriarchal and father dominated 1ndian ~~ :

0 
ekeep abreast with this setup. 

family. Anita Desai depicts the lnd_ian woma~ a e Desai's feminist superb creations ar~ 
as a fighter a victim a heroine and m later nov t and eccentric towards the male dom,-' , . ·_ adaman . 1 
els ultimately a winner because of her mdom1 nated society. She aims to examine the n~tura, 
table spirit and attitude of compromise. She has ·a1 and fanciful bonds that ~ncham thed 

h who are soci d • h' way she 1s concerne Portrayed both kinds all women t ose men's issues an int is . . 
d tftude wo h h e-m1nded woman in 

symbols of her indomitable spirit an a ~inds with the de5tiny oft ~ o~;the postmodern pe-
of compromise. She has portrayed both d the typical Indian society 

all Women those who are symbols of growf
th 

~tnh riod. . ea in her novels she has ch rf I eans o w1 - Th artistic ar , 1 ange those who are powe u m . She e d rnist readers as a reader Y 
drawal regression decay and destruction. h pictured to pos~ moh elly appreciated and praise-
d · ' • bed psyc e loit 1s w 0 
es,gns, the exploration of the d1stur f _ text' to exp I at th · on the ac I R fereed Journa e Indian woman lying emphasis • . a Multilingua e 
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Abstract :-
The femin ist thought and the feminist 

movements in the west had some influence on 

the woman's movement in developing countries 

like India. The mid-1950's and 1960's mark the 

important stage of Indian English writ ing. When 

women writers like Anita Desai, Kamala 

Makandaya, Shobha De, Nayantara Sehgal and 

a few more came out with their works and have 

opened a new vista of human nature and man

women relat ionsh ip. Writers like Shobha De 

proved the ir revolutionary trend of wr it ing 

through their fict ion. Selective memory: Stories 

from life (1998) is an autobiography written by 

Shobha De. It serves as a source to understand 

the intimate deta ils of Shobha De's life. Though 

De cannot unveil all the secrets of her life, she 

has focused on the image of herself, by cleverly 

del ineating the incidents and accidents without 

destroying the finer qual ities of an Ind ian 

woman. She has provided brief and sensitive 

deta ils of her family, and describes her journey 

from being a middle class girl with a lot of aspi-

ration in life to best-selling author as 'exciting '. 

She candidly writes about the choices she made , 

decisions she took and the influences that 

shaped her. 

Keywords:-Feminism, Autobiography, Empow

erment, Freedom, individuality. 

"The situation of woman is that she

a free and autonomous being like all human 

creatures-nevertheless finds herself living in 
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